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Course Number: FA 2830 

Course Name:  Voice and Articulation 

Course Location: Walker 210 

Class Times:  MWF 10:05pm – 10:55pm 

Prerequisites:  None 
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As we are often judged by our appearances both socially and professionally, so are we judged by 

the way we speak.  The professional who sounds more articulate and confident has a definite 

advantage over the awkward mumbler in most careers and fields of study.  Students will work 

toward developing successful “career speech.”  Career speech is a professional style of speaking 

that combines clear articulation and a non-distinct dialect.  
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Students will be introduced to the physiology of voice, how the speech mechanism works.  

Exercises are conducted to help develop a pleasant, easy-to-listen-to vocal quality.  Students will 

begin working on vocal production focusing on breath control, the foundation of a strong and 

healthy voice.  The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) is a major focus in the course as it is 

a useful tool in understanding dialects and pronunciation.  A segment is included to introduce 

students to radio and television voice work. 



>/?&-%/+/"$#3@##-8"+/"$#)

KL+1G4'''

8HA'>%=>='"&%'=EC%<?#%<'"9<'H;##'EAD%&'J">%&;"#'B&AJ'>C%'>%M>'"9<'B&AJ'E#"=='#%E>?&%=F'''

'

NON8N+P'QRS+P'+GGKGG1KO84'''

' G>?<%9>='J?=>'I;D%'"'=CA&>':&%=%9>">;A9'BA&'>C%'E#"==F''+'H&;>>%9'"==%==J%9>T"9"#@=;='

AB'E#"==J">%U='DA;E%=';='EA9<?E>%<'<?&;9I'E#"==F''

'

VWR2NSNKOSX'8KG8G4'''

' G>?<%9>='J?=>'<%JA9=>&">%'"'J;9;J?J'#%D%#'AB':&AB;E;%9E@';9'"##'"&%"=';9'A&<%&'>A'

:"==F''+'&%"<;9I':"=="I%'BA&'%"EC'I&"<%'#%D%#'Y+6'Z6'S['H;##'\%'I;D%9'BA&'%"EC'>%=>F''8C%'

]S^':"=="I%'H;##'&%_?;&%'J;9;J"#':&AB;E;%9E@'"9<';='AB>%9'"'=CA&>%&':"=="I%'>C"9'>C%'

]Z^'A&']+^':"=="I%=F''N9'A&<%&'>A'"EC;%D%'>C%'I&"<%'=A?IC>'>C%'=>?<%9>'J?=>'EAJ:#%>%'

>C%'&%"<;9I'H;>C'OR'1NG8+`KGF''8C;='&%_?;&%='!"#$%&$'F''8C%&%'"&%'=;M':&AB;E;%9E@'

>%=>=4'

a3'Z&%">C;9I'5'G>?<%9>'H;##'EAJ:#%>%'>C%':C&"=%=';9'>C%'&%"<;9I6'\&%">C;9I'A9#@'

HC%&%';9<;E">%<F''

a('QA#?J%TW%#"M%<'8A9%'5'G>?<%9>'H;##'&%"<':"=="I%'J";9>";9;9I'A:>;J?J'DA#?J%'

"9<'DAE"#'_?"#;>@6'B&%%'AB'>%9=;A9':&AC;\;>;9I'"9'A:%9'=A?9<F''

a0'b;E>;A9'5'G>?<%9>'H;##'&%"<':"=="I%':&A9A?9E;9I'"##'EA9=A9"9>=F'

a,'b;"#%E>'5'G>?<%9>'H;##'>&"9=:A=%'"':"=="I%'>A'>C%'NV+6'>C%9'&%"<':"=="I%'?=;9I'>C%'

"EE%:>%<'9A9/&%I;A9"#'<;"#%E>F''Y())':A;9>=['

ac'G?\>%M>'YG:%"$;9I'BA&'J%"9;9I['5'G>?<%9>'J?=>'EA9D%@'=:%E;B;E'J%"9;9I'BA&'%"EC'

:C&"=%F'

'

deNffKG4'''

' d?;gg%='H;##'\%'I;D%96'H;>CA?>'9A>;E%'"9<'H;##'EAD%&'>%M>\AA$'>A:;E=6'E#"=='#%E>?&%'

>A:;E=6'%M%&E;%=6'"9<'J"=>%&@'AB'>C%'N9>%&9">;A9"#'VCA9%>;E'+#:C"\%>F'

'

2NO+P'VWRhKS84'''

' 8C%'=%J%=>%&'E?#J;9">%=';9'"'B;9"#':&Ai%E>'>C">'<%JA9=>&">%='>C%'=>?<%9>U='"\;#;>@'>A'

;9EA&:A&">%'"##'>C%'=$;##='J"=>%&%<';9'%"EC'AB'>C%':&AB;E;%9E@'>%=>=F''G>?<%9>='H;##'

>&"9=E&;\%'%9>;&%'&%"<;9I'?=;9I'>C%'NV+F'''

'

V+W8NSNV+8NRO4''G>?<%9>='J?=>':"&>;E;:">%'%"EC'E#"==':%&;A<'>A'J"=>%&'DAE"#'=$;##=F''2?##'

EAJJ;>J%9>'>A'>C%'%M%&E;=%=';='%==%9>;"#F''KM%&E;=%='H;##'\%'?=%<';9=;<%'"9<'A?>=;<%'AB'

E#"==F''KM%&E;=%=';9'E#"=='"&%'EA9=;<%&%<']E#"==':"&>;E;:">;A9F^'''G>?<@;9I'>C%'DAE"#'

>%EC9;_?%'AB':%%&=';='"'D"#?"\#%'H"@'>A'#%"&9'"\A?>'DA;E%'=A':"&>;E;:">;A9';9'

<;=E?==;A9='<?&;9I'E#"==':&AD;<%='>C%'=>?<%9>'H;>C'B%%<\"E$'A>C%&'>C"9'>C%'

;9=>&?E>A&U=F''G>?<%9>='"&%'"==%==%<'"::&AM;J">%#@'%D%&@','H%%$=6'"9<'"&%'"==;I9%<'"'

I&"<%'\"=%<'A9'">>%9<"9E%6'EAJJ;>J%9>'>A'%M%&E;=%=6'EA9>&;\?>;A9'>A'

<;=E?==;A9TE&;>;E;=J6':?9E>?"#;>@6':&%:"&%<9%==6'"9<'EA?&>%=@'>AH"&<':%%&=F''R9%'

E"99A>':"&>;E;:">%';B'A9%';='9A>':&%=%9>'BA&'E#"==F''9(%/*$3,"*:;1*,<#/"'/#*=-00*

%/#&0$*-"*>?*@(-"$#A*@/%*,<#/"'/A*8/8&'$/8*2%(5*$3/*(B/%,00*C%,8/7**



.(&%#/)>/#(&%'/#)

"#$%&'!=',&59'>&?!

• Blackboard <http://www.courses.mtu.edu> 
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Grades will be based on the following: 
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The instructor does not accept late assignments.  Work may only be made up in the event 

of an excused absence.  Arrangements for making up work must occur by the time the 

student returns to class.  It is the responsibility of the student to make these arrangements. 
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Grade Percentage 

Grade 

points/credit Rating 
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Academic regulations and procedures are governed by University policy.  Academic dishonesty 

cases will be handled in accordance the University's policies.    

If you have a disability that could affect your performance in this class or that requires an 

accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act, please see me as soon as possible so 

that we can make appropriate arrangements.  The Affirmative Action Office has asked that you 

be made aware of the following:  

Michigan Tech complies with all federal and state laws and regulations regarding 

discrimination, including the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. If you have a disability 

and need a reasonable accommodation for equal access to education or services at Michigan 

Tech, please call the Dean of Students Office, at 487-2212. For other concerns about 

discrimination, you may contact your advisor, department head or the Affirmative Action Office, 

at 487-3310 

Academic Integrity: 

http://www.studentaffairs.mtu.edu/dean/judicial/policies/academic_integrity.html 

Affirmative Action:  

http://www.admin.mtu.edu/aao/ 

Disability Services: 

http://www.admin.mtu.edu/urel/studenthandbook/student_services.html#disability 

Equal Opportunity Statement: http://www.admin.mtu.edu/admin/boc/policy/ch3/ch3p7.htm  
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Aug 29 Mon Introduction/Syllabus Assign Speech Profile Presentation 
 31 Wed Vocal Assessments 
Sept 01 Fri Vocal Assessments       

=''I!/!
 05 Mon NO CLASS – LABOR DAY 
 07 Wed Physiology      Read Chapter 1 
 09 Fri Breathing (sorry, K-Day starts at noon)   Read Chapter 2 
  

=''I!1!
 12 Mon Physiology Quiz 
 14 Wed Breathing      Browse Chapter 7 
 16 Fri Introduction to IPA     Also – pp. 72-73  

=''I!E!
 19 Mon IPA 
 21 Wed IPA 
 23 Fri Proficiency #1:  Breathing 
 

=''I!J!
 26 Mon Vocal Quality      Read Chapter 3 
 28 Wed Vocal Production and Volume    Read Chapter 4 
 30 Fri Vocal Production and Volume (Homecoming recess, after 3:00 pm)  

=''I!K!
Oct 03 Mon Chapter Test #1:  Chapters 1-4 
 
 05 Wed IPA 
 07 Fri IPA 

=''I!L!
 10 Mon Proficiency #2:Volume/Relaxation 
 12 Wed IPA  
 14 Fri Articulation 

=''I!0!
 17 Mon Articulation      Read Chapter 5 
 19 Wed Articulation 
 21 Fri Articulation 

 

Last day to drop full semester courses with a grade of 'W' 
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 24 Mon Consonants/Diction     Read Chapter 6 
 26 Wed Consonants/Diction 
 28 Fri Consonants/Diction 

=''I!<2!
 31 Mon Proficiency #3: Diction  
Nov 02 Wed Vowels/Dialect      Read Chapter 7 
 04 Fri Vowels/Dialect 
 

=''I!<<!
 07 Mon Vowels/Dialect      Read Chapter 8 
 09 Wed Vowels/Dialect 
 11 Fri Chapter Test #2:  Chapters 5-8 

=''I!</!
  14 Mon Proficiency #4: Dialect (TRANSCRIPTS DUE) 
  16 Wed Melody/Pitch – Speaking for Meaning   Read Chapter 9 
  18 Fri Speaking for Meaning 
 
 
THANKSGIVING RECESS:  November 19-27 
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 28 Mon Speaking for Meaning 
 30 Wed Proficiency #4: Tryout 
Dec 02 Fri Proficiency #4: Tryout 
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